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32d Festival International Nature Namur
From 10th till 18th October 2026

Professionnal Films category

Agenda

The 32d edition of the Festival International Nature Namur will take place from 10th till 18th October 2026
It will show a selection of films dedicated to nature and wildlife in public sessions

Aims
· Raise awareness among the public about knowledge of and respect for wild nature. 
· Raise awareness among officials at all levels about the protection of wild nature and the environment. 
· Encourage the production of films devoted to Nature and the Environment by awarding prizes in competition and broadcasting them on a large screen to a very wide audience. 
· Show films in the best possible conditions: cinemas equipped with a large screen and the latest audio-visual technologies. 
· Promote meetings between professionals (directors and broadcasters). 
· Publicize and distribute productions with limited budgets. 
· Create spaces for debates between directors and the public during the Festival.

Show
The Professional Film Awards Gala evening is hosted by professional presenters, in the presence of prestigious guests from the political, audiovisual, naturalist and media worlds. The directors of the awarded films are invited to express themselves a few minutes before the screening of the film extracts. The date of the Gala evening will be confirmed during the programming of the Festival sessions.
Rules of the competition 
Professional Films Category

Article 1: Subject

Professional Films devoted to the discovery, observation, protection and conservation of wild nature are accepted if they were created after January 1, 2023. Advertising films and fiction films are not allowed.

Article 2: Registration

Registration for the competition is free and is only taken into account if all sections are correctly filled in.

Each director can present several films in the selection.
The required duration of the films is a minimum of 1 minute and without maximum limit.
Each film must be the subject of an entry.

Registration is done online via one of the following methods:
· on the online submission service "FilmFreeway" (filmfreeway.com)

· by filling in the online form on the website www.festivalnaturenamur.be and sending a copy of the film, known as the selection, to the Festival secretariat as a data file in the format        . mp4 or .mov by one of the following media:
           o the WeTransfer+ account of the Festival (preferably)
           o sending an external hard drive or USB key to the postal address of the Festival
           o Internet download (Vimeo, YouTube, FTP, Dropbox, MEGA, ...)

The USB keys and external hard drives will be returned, within 3 months after the event, if the author expresses the written request.

It is understood for the organizers of the FINN that the person registering the film in competition – that is to say, signing the registration form – has obtained the approval of the production and/or directing. As a result, the FINN will pay the eventual award to the film director and not to the production companies. The Festival wishes to reward specifically the creative process. The organizers cannot be held responsible for any dispute related to this registration.

Article 3 : Calendar

Registrations are open from February 1, 2026. Each registration must be complete by April 15, 2026, at midnight at the latest. The copies of films, called selections, must reach the Festival secretariat by April 31, 2026, at the latest. A delay may be granted, on specific request, if the film is about to be completed.


Article 4: Office

Please send any physical materials to the following address:

	ASBL Festival Nature Namur
Maximilien Triantafylou
Rue du réemploi, 4
5020, Suarlée, 
Belgium





Information : +32 (0)81 432 419 | info@festivalnaturenamur.be
Web site: www.festivalnaturenamur.be
Contest rules are available in French, in English, in Dutch.

Article 5: Selection

A selection committee chooses the films eligible to participate in the competition. 
Only one film per director can be retained for the competition.
The decisions of this committee will not be motivated. 

Are excluded from the selection: 
- films that are incomplete or whose artistic and/or technical level will be deemed insufficient
- films which do not meet the acceptance criteria laid down in Article 1.

Participants in the competition will be personally notified of their selection.
In this case, it will be imperative to provide the following data and information:
· DCP format of the film if you have it
· Original master digital file in Full HD (1920x1080)
                 o In Apple ProRes 422 (or equivalent quality)
                 o Frames/second: 25p
                o Minimum bitrate: 35 Mbps
                o Mixed in stereo (or preferably in 5.1 if this mix is available)
                o In French and in English

· 3 photos of the film at least
· at least 1 photo of the director
· the synopsis
· the final title of the film

Non-French-speaking films are shown in dubbed or subtitled in French, the costs related to this translation are covered by the organizers.



The following elements must accompany the master file of non-French-speaking films:
· the audio track(s) in the international mix (containing all sounds except comments and dialogues) in stereo (or 5.1 if this version is existing)
· the complete script with the time code in accordance with the dialogues and comments
· the list of Latin names of all animal and plant species mentioned in the script.

The French version of the film can be sent to you free of charge if the request is addressed to us.


Article 6: Distribution

Neither copyright nor any other type of remuneration may be claimed for the programming and screening of films.
The organizing committee decides on the programming of the selected films. 

The Festival will keep, in its archives, a copy of the selected films for use of an excerpt/s only for non-commercial purposes, for the promotion of the Festival.

A use of the whole film could be organized at the Festival Stopovers. This use will, in all cases, be the subject of a request for prior authorization from the director and/or the production company. The Festival Stopovers are screenings organised in towns in Belgium and abroad, which allow audiences who could not attend the Festival to discover the films that were screened there.

Article 7: Category and prize

The jury of the Festival competition is composed of national and international representatives from the world of audiovisual, science and nature.

The jury will decide on the awarding of 7 prizes:
· The Grand Prix 
· The Image Prize
· The Price of the script
· The Animal Behaviour Award
· The Man and Nature Award
· The Environment Award
· The Short Film Award (between 1 and 26 minutes)
· 
The Jury reserves the right not to award one or more prizes or to change the title of a prize and to issue one or more special mentions. The jury also reserves the right to consider only the nominees for each category. The decisions of the jury are without appeal.
The prizes are not cumulative with the exception of the Public Prize.


The nominees for each category are determined by the Festival Nature Namur selection committee. 12 films are divided between the different categories and Grand Prix. All films, however, are eligible for the Audience Award.

The Environment category nominees will be judged by a jury composed of 6 students from the University of Namur: 3 students in a Master’s degree in Biology and 3 students in a Master’s degree in Cinematography.

In addition to these prizes awarded by the jury, the Audience Award is given to the film that has garnered the most votes from the public.


Article 8 : Invitations

For the selected films, the director and a person of his/her choice will be invited to the Festival subject to imperative confirmation no later than 15 September.

The organisers are keen that the directors present take part in the meetings planned and whose schedule will be provided to them upon confirmation of their selection.

Article 9 : Transport and insurance

The screening copies will be returned by mail upon written request. The shipping costs, whether for pre-selection or competition, are borne by the sender. The return costs are borne by the FINN.

In case of loss or theft of a selection copy, the FINN will cover the costs of copying as well as those of hardware support in accordance with the prices charged in Belgium.

The responsibility of the FINN is engaged during the period between receipt and reshipment of the copy.

Article 10 : Personal data

The information provided by the participants may be used in the context of the Festival’s film competitions. In any case, it is reminded that, in accordance with the European laws and directives in force and the European regulation entered into force on May 25, 2018, relating to information technology, files and freedoms, to the protection of personal data and the free circulation of these data, participants have a right of opposition, access and rectification of data concerning them.
Consequently, all participants have the right to access, query, oppose, rectify and delete their data with the Festival, upon request to the following address: info@festivalnaturenamur.be. 
None of the information provided may be marketed.


Article 11 : Application of the rules
Any application to participate in the Festival implies unreserved acceptance of these rules and their possible changes in organization and operation.
In the event of a dispute as to the meaning of the stipulations of these rules, only the French text will be authentic.
These rules are also available on the website of the Festival International Nature Namur: www.festivalnaturenamur.be.
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La nature est un spectacle !
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